to confine themselves more closely than is desirable in a textbook to the individual opinions of their authors. The contributions on extracorporeal circulation and hypothermia are well written and comprehensive; this is no mean achievement when reviewing topics in which progress is constantly being made. The discourse on the history of thoracic anesthesia is interestingly written and avoids the fault of many historical articles, that of becoming a mere catalogue.
The references at the end of each chapter are comprehensive and a very full index is provided. The book is well produced; only one typographical error was noted. The illustrations are clear and well arranged, although one of them is printed the wrong way up. The binding is solid and dignified. This book is particularly valuable to the anasthetist, for it is written by one who is himself a member of the specialty and is, therefore, able to appreciate the particular problems which confront his colleagues when they are called upon to interpret an electrocardiograph before, during or after operation. It would, however, be a pity if this volume did not come to the attention of cardiologists and general physicians who have the task of assessing the fitness of patients for operation, since it will give those who do not often have the opportunity of visiting the operating theatre an insight into some of the problems involved in modern surgery and anmsthesia.
The monograph may be regarded as an elaboration of the valuable chapter which Dr Rollason has recently written for Professor Mushin's book 'Thoracic Anmsthesia' and Mushin himself contributes a thoughtful foreword. The additional information which the author is able to make available in the book is extremely helpful; in particular there is a useful chapter on equipment and much extra information on the effects of anesthetics and other drugs on the electrocardiograph. A section on vectors might have been a useful addition for the anmsthetist specializing in cardiac surgery.
The book is easy to read and well arranged; references and index are adequate; the illustrations are well chosen and clearly reproduced; the binding is of the high standard expected of Messrs Blackwell.
T B BOULTON
The Operations of Surgery, Volume I by A J Gardham MS FRCS and D R Davies MB FRCS ppviii+664 illustrated 100s London: J & A Churchill 1963 This is the well-known Rowlands & Turner (originally Jacobson) re-written. Volume I covers infections and antisepsis, including the treatment and prophylaxis of tetanus and other infections which are now uncommon in England but-of immense importance to much of the world population. Burns and plastic surgery are dealt with by R L Dawson. Massey Dawkins contributes a chapter on aneesthesia, including a specimen proforma which unfortunately does not allow for a complete record of all the drugs used. The rest of the volume is written by the two chief authors and therefore avoids the disadvantages and contradictions and varying styles which may arise in works by multiple authors. The breast, lymphatics and abdomen (including the urinary tract) are covered in the remaining chapters. They are clearly written and indications are fully discussed. This is undoubtedly the best general textbook of operative surgery now available. It will be of great and constant value to those in training and to the trained surgeon for rapid reference. Others may need the help of more specialized monographs and students will perhaps need something shorter and less detailed.
J B KINMONTH
Curare Its History and Usage by K Bryn Thomas pp 144 illustrated 30s London: Pitman Medical 1964 This monograph gives a scholarly account of the history of curare. Dr Bryn Thomas has traced the story of curare through the early days of world exploration to the laboratory experiments of the great physicians and physiologists right up to its present-day use by anesthetists in clinical medicine.
The whole account is absorbingly written and the reader will perhaps share some of the excitement of these early workers. The story of the injection of an ass with crude curare by Sir Benjamin Brodie and Charles Waterton is intriguingly told; it is perhaps a sad reflection that the real value of this experimentnamely controlled respirationwas missed for 130 years. Other chapters on the myoneural junction, curare in disease and twenty-one years of curare in anesthesia provide interesting reading for the many physicians who have observed the remarkable progress of this agent.
